
Roald Dahl
Welcome back. We hope you have had a wonderful Christmas break and your
children are ready for another exciting and hard working half term!

Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be
learning between now and the half term break. The majority of the objectives are
taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our
wider theme of ‘The Twits’ (Year One) and ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ (Year
Two).

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel
free to speak to your child’s class teacher or Mr. Smith (KS1 Leader). Thank you
for your continued support. We hope you and your child have a great half term!

Dates for the Diary:

Thursday 14th January- Y1 Multi-Skills Festival: We will select 30 children who have 
demonstrated that they are mastering basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and 
catching, as well as developing balance, agility and co-ordination to attend a special festival across 
the Blyth and Bedlington schools where they will have the opportunity to apply these skills in a 
range of activities.

Monday 18th and Wednesday 20th January- Parents’ Evening

Friday 29th January- Year One class assembly

Thursday 11th February- Roald Dahl Day (KS1 only):The children are invited to come to school 
dressed as their favourite character from a Roald Dahl book. We will be celebrating our work 
across the Key Stage.

KS1 Visit to the Temple- Thursday 21st January (Year 1), Thursday 28th January (Year 2)
As part of our PSHE work on diversity and RE programme of study, we will be visiting the Hindu 
temple this half term. Y1 and Y2 will visit the temple separately to allow us to focus on different 
learning outcomes.

Roald Dahl Readathon- This special charity event will take place week commencing 8th February. 
More information to follow.

The school day beings at 
8:40am and finishes at 
3:15pm.

Don’t forget to check your child’s year group blog on our
school website. Here you will find a celebration of the week’s
work and news about upcoming events and topics.

Reading and Maths Practice
Thank you for supporting your child’s reading and maths
development at home. Regular reading and Mathletics 

practice can have a huge impact on your child’s progress, even 
if its just for 10 minutes a night. All children in KS1 now have 

access to Mathletics. 

On the Newsham website, in the ’Learning Zone’, you will find 
additional information about how to support your child at 

home.

Class Blogs

‘Do it again and again. Consistency 
makes the rain drops to create holes 
in the rock. Whatever is difficult can 
be done easily with regular 
attendance, attention and action.’

Homework is given out each Friday and is to be
returned by the following Thursday. It is designed
to give your child the opportunity to either
consolidate key learning from that week or research
new information for an upcoming topic.

Homework



Key Stage One
Cycle One

Spring One

‘The Twits’
English

Year One

Writing-Transcription

Spelling
• Spell words containing each of the 40+ 

phonemes already taught
• Common exception words
• Days of the week (linked maths)
• Add suffixes:

• Using the spelling rule for adding   
–er and –est.

Handwriting
• Teach children to sit correctly at a table, 

holding a pencil comfortably and correctly
• Form lower case letters in the correct 

direction, starting and finishing in the 
right place.

• Understand which letters belong to which 
‘handwriting families’ and practise these.

Writing-Composition
• Write sentences by:

• Saying out loud what they are going to write about
• Composing a sentence orally before writing it
• Sequencing sentences to form short form narratives
• Re-reading what they have written to check that it 

makes sense
• Discuss what they have written with the teacher and other 

pupils
• Read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their 

peers and teachers

Writing-Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation
• Leave space between words
• Join words and use join clauses using and
• Punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full 

stop, question mark and exclamation mark.
• using a capital letter for names of people, places, the 

days of the week, and the personal pronoun ‘I’ 
• Suffixes that can be added to verbs where no change 

is needed in the spelling of root words (-er and -est, 
e.g. helped, helper)

Reading-Word Reading
• Apply phonetic knowledge and skills as the route to decode 

words
• Respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes for 

all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative 
sounds for graphemes.

• Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs that have been taught

• Read common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound and where 
these occur

• Read words and contractions and understand that the 
apostrophe represents omitted letters(s)

• Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their 
developing phonic knowledge and that do not require them to 
use other strategies to work out words

• Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence 
in word reading

Reading- Word Comprehension
• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary, and understanding 

by:

• Listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories 
and non-fiction at a level beyond which they can read 
independently.

• Being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to 
their own experiences

• Becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and 
traditional tales, retelling them and considering their 
particular characteristics

• Understand both the books they can read accurately and fluently and those 
they listen to by:

• Checking that the text makes sense to them as they read 
and correcting inaccurate reading

• Discussing the significance of the title and events
• Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and 

done
• Predicating what might happen on the basis of what has 

been read so far.

Literacy Units of Work
Weeks 1:
Recounts- focusing on the past tense and 

features of this genre.

Week 2:
Introduction to Roald Dahl, focusing on 

non-chronological reports (purpose, 
structure, language features).

Week 3-4:
Character description- focusing on use of 

adjectives, grammar (-er,-est)

Week 5:
Writing in the first person- a diary of 

Mugglewump.

Weeks 6:
Using conjunctions with accuracy. Use 

these to retell parts of the story.



Key Stage One
Cycle One

Spring One

‘Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory’

English

Year 2

Writing-Composition

Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 

• writing narratives about personal experiences and those of 
others (real and fictional) 

 writing poetry 

Consider what they are going to write before beginning by: 

 encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence 
 make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own 

writing by proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, 
grammar and punctuation and reading aloud what they have 
written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear

• read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning clear. 

Reading-Word Reading

Reading- Word Comprehension
Understand both the books that they can already read accurately 
and fluently and those that they listen to by: 
• checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and 

correcting inaccurate reading 
• making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 
• answering and asking questions 
• discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new 

meanings to known vocabulary 
• discussing their favourite words and phrases 
• continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, 

appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate 
intonation to make the meaning clear 

Literacy Units of Work

Week 1:
Introduction to Roald Dahl and his 

works 
Week 2: Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory - Character descriptions 
focussing on use of noun phrases 
and adverbs

Week 3: Plan, write and edit a 
fantastical chapter in the style of 
Roald Dahl

Week 4:
Non-chronological report about 

chocolate
Week 5:
Soup/ chocolate instructions

Weeks 6:
Roald Dahl Day – funny poetry

Writing-Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation
• Sentences with different forms: statement, question, 

exclamation, command 
• Present and past tense
• Nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs
• Correct use of punctuation

Writing-Transcription
Spelling
• Consolidate the possessive apostrophe, e.g the girl’s book   
• distinguishing between homophones and near-homophones
• Add prefixes/ suffixes to spell longer words
Handwriting
• form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another 
• Continue to use some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand 

which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined

Continue to:
• apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode 

words until automatic decoding has become embedded and 
reading is fluent 

• read accurately by blending the sounds in words that 
contain the graphemes taught so far, especially recognising 
alternative sounds for graphemes 

• read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain 
the same graphemes as above 

• read words containing common suffixes 
• read further common exception words, noting unusual 

correspondences between spelling and sound and where 
these occur in the word 

• read most words quickly and accurately, without overt 
sounding and blending, when they have been frequently 
encountered 

• read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic 
knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, 
automatically and without undue hesitation 

• re-read these books to build up their fluency and 
confidence in word reading. 



Key Stage One
Cycle One

Spring One

Roald Dahl
Maths

Year One

Number: Number and Place Value
Numicon- Number and the Number System

• Count to 100, forwards and backwards, beginning 
with 0, or from any given number.

• Count, read and write numbers to 100 in numerals
• Given a number, identify one more and one less
• Read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals 

and words.
• Identify and represent numbers using objects 

and pictorial representations, including a 
numberline.

Measurement: Time

• sequence events in chronological order using 
language [e.g., before and after, next, first, 
today, yesterday, tomorrow, morning, 
afternoon and evening] 

• recognise and use language relating to 
dates, including days of the week, weeks, 
months and years.

• tell the time to the hour and half past the 
hour and draw the hands on a clock face to 
show these times. 

Daily Number Fact Practise

• Count to 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0, 
or from any given number.

• Number bonds to 10 and 20.

Maths Units of WorkWeek 1
Counting to 100. Using place value to 

order numbers

Week 2
Number facts and missing number 

problems

Week 3
Solve one-step problems that 
involve addition and subtraction

Week 4
3D shape

Week 5
Time- days of the week, months 

of the year etc.

Week 6
Time- telling time to the hour and 

half past

Geometry: Shape

• Recognise and name common 3D shapes 
(e.g. cuboids, cubes, pyramids, spheres, 
cones and cylinders

Pupils will handle common 3-D shapes, naming 
these and related everyday objects fluently. 
They will recognise these shapes in different 
orientations and sizes, and know that cuboids 
and pyramids are not always similar to each 
other. 

Number: Addition and Subtraction

• Read, write and interpret mathematical 
statements involving addition and 
subtraction and equals signs.

• Add and subtract one-digit and two-digit 
numbers to 20, including 0.

• Solve one-step problems that involve 
subtraction, using concrete objects and 
pictorial representations, and missing 
number problems such as 7 = __ - 9

Number: Properties of Number

• Ordinal numbers in relation to the date. Cross-Curricular Maths

• Computing:
• Understand what algorithms are; how 

they are implemented as programs on 
digital devices; and that programs 
execute by following precise and 
unambiguous instructions.

All maths teaching 
supports the development 

of mental arithmetic, 
logic and reasoning.



Key Stage One
Cycle One

Spring One

Roald Dahl
Maths
Year 2

Measurement: Weight

• Choose, compare and order using the 
appropriate standard unit to estimate 
and measure length/ height (m/ cm), 
mass (kg/g), temperature (degrees), 
capacity (l/ ml)

• recognise and use symbols for pounds (£) 
and pence (p); combine amounts to make a 
particular value 

• find different combinations of coins that 
equal the same amounts of money 

• solve simple problems in a practical 
context involving addition and subtraction 
of money of the same unit, including 
giving change 

Maths Units of Work

Week 1
Place value

Week 4
Measurement

Number: Addition and Subtraction

• Solve problems with addition and subtraction: 
• add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial 

representations, and mentally, including: 
• a two-digit number and ones 
• a two-digit number and tens 
• two two-digit numbers 
• Recall and use addition and subtraction methods to 20 

fluently, and derive and use related facts up to 100.
• recognise and use the inverse relationship between 

addition and subtraction and use this to check calculations 
and solve missing number problems. 

Number: Multiplication and Division

• recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables, 
including recognising odd and even numbers 

• calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division within the multiplication 
tables and write them using the multiplication (×), division (÷) and equals (=) signs 

• show that multiplication of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative) and 
division of one number by another cannot 

• solve problems involving multiplication and division, using materials, arrays, repeated 
addition, mental methods, and multiplication and division facts, including problems in 
contexts. 

Week 5
Multiplication 

Week 3
Subtraction

Week 2
Addition

Week 6
Division

Number and Place Value

• Count in steps of 2, 3, and 5 from 0, and in tens from 
any number, forward and backward 

• recognise the place value of each digit in a two-digit 
number (tens, ones) 

• identify, represent and estimate numbers using 
different representations, including the number line 

• compare and order numbers from 0 up to 100; use <, > 
and = signs 

• read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and 
in words 

• use place value and number facts to solve problems. 

All maths teaching supports the 
development of mental arithmetic, logic 

and reasoning.



Key Stage One
Cycle One

Spring One

Roald Dahl
Science and Computing

Animals including humans (Year One)

• Identifying, comparing and sorting different 
types of animals, including the five types of 
vertebrate animal (fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals).

• Naming parts of the body.
• Naming our senses.
• Know that animals have different ways of 

feeding
• Describe and compare the structure of a variety 

of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals, including pets).

Animals including humans (Year Two)

• notice that animals, including humans, have 
offspring which grow into adults 

• find out about and describe the basic needs of 
animals, including humans, for survival (water, 
food and air) 

• describe the importance for humans of exercise, 
eating the right amounts of different types of 
food, and hygiene. 

Working Scientifically across Key Stage One

• Asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in 
different ways 

• Observing closely, using simple equipment 
• Performing simple tests 
• Identifying and classifying 
• Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
• Gathering and recording data to help in answering questions. 

Year One

• Understand what algorithms are; how they are 
implemented as programs on digital devices; and 
that programs execute by following precise and 
unambiguous instructions.

• Create and debug simple programs.

Computing
Year Two

• Use logical reasoning to predict the behavior of 
simple programs

• Use technology purposefully to create, organize, 
store and retrieve

• Manipulate digital content

Computing



Key Stage One
Cycle One

Spring One

Roald Dahl
Foundation Subject 

Phase Objectives

Music

Year One: Twit’s Worm Free Bolognaise 
Year Two: A Healthy Meal  for Charlie

Design 
 Design purposeful, functional, appealing products 

for based on design criteria. 
 Generate, develop, model and communicate their 

ideas through talking, drawing, and mock-ups.
Make 
 Select from and use a range of tools and equipment 

to perform practical tasks 
 Select from and use a wide range of ingredients 

according to their characteristics
Evaluate 
 Explore and evaluate a range of existing products
 Evaluate their ideas and products against design 

criteria 
Food Specific Objectives:
• Cut ingredients safely and hygienically.
• Assemble or cook ingredients. 
• Understand and apply the principles of nutrition and 

learn how to cook. 

Design Technology- Food

Dance: Basic movements and skills 
• Create short sequences of movement in response to 

music and the story of ‘The Twits’
• Use agility, balance, co-ordination and poise throughout
• Evaluate performances
• Co-operate with peers

PE
Year One

Year Two

Dance linked to topic: Hinduism/ Roald Dahl characters
• Develop flexibility and control, balance and strength
• Improve poise, technique, stamina and co-ordination
• Compare performances

• Diversity
• The rule of law in relation to ‘The Twits’ 

(linking to behavior and community) 

British Values

RE
• Hinduism

• aspects of Divali and Holi
• aspects of Hindu lifestyle and 

what
• What makes Hindu lifestyle 

distinctive?
• the importance of Hindu 

scripture, especially the 
Ramayana

We will be visiting a Hindu temple.

Create a soundtrack for ‘The Twits’/’Charlie…’

• Understand and explore how music is created, 
produced and communicated, including through 
the inter-related dimensions: pitch

• Play tuned (chime bars) instruments musically 
• Listen with concentration and understanding to 

a range of high-quality live and recorded music 
• Experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music. 

• Understand what constitutes a healthy lifestyle 
including the benefits of physical activity, rest, 
healthy eating and dental health (linked to DT-
preparing and cooking a healthy meal).

• Understand that household products, including 
medicines, can be harmful if not used properly.

PSHE
Year One

Year Two

• Understand the meaning of charity in relation to 
responsibility as a British Citizen

• what constitutes a healthy lifestyle including the 
benefits of physical activity, rest, healthy eating and 
dental health 

Geography

Where in the world does chocolate come 
From? 


