
Welcome to the beginning of a brand new academic year. We hope that you have all
enjoyed relaxing, fun filled Summer holidays and that all of the children have come back
well-rested and ready to learn. We have been working very hard to plan an exciting and
enriching year for both years 1 and 2. Included in this booklet is an outline of the half
term ahead. Where possible, we have tried to give you as much information as we can but
please be aware that school life can be very busy and some planned topics, events, or
dates may change as the year goes on.

Meet the team

Key Stage Leader:
Mr J. Smith

Teachers
Y1 Penguins- Miss K. Davison
Y1 Puffins- Mrs H. Stiansen

Y2 Coastguards- Mr J. Smith and Mrs A. Kearney
Y2 Lifeboats- Miss R. Masterson

Support Staff
Y1- Mrs G. Hunter and Mrs S. Osborne

Y2- Mrs L. Bolton, Mrs A. Herron and Mrs M. Watts

Mrs Dent and Mrs Boden will teach in KS1, coving teachers during their Planning, 
Preparation and Assessment time. Miss Mojaat, our cover supervisor, will cover staff 

absence and support in class.



In KS1 your child will be taught 12 different subjects across the year: English (phonics,
spoken language, reading, writing, handwriting, spelling, punctuation and grammar),
maths, science, history, art, computing, DT, geography, music, PE, PSHE and RE.

As a team of highly qualified processionals, we have taken the National Curriculum and
divided the objectives for each subject across the year to ensure maximum coverage.
The majority of the curriculum is creatively themed, with a topic for each half term.
With a thematic approach to teaching, may of the foundation subjects will be taught
through the core subjects of English, Maths, and Science. You can find a copy of our
long term plan on our school website.

Although each week we have the freedom to adapt our timetable to best meet the
needs of our children, we do try to keep a regular routine where possible.

Year One 
Timetable

Year Two
Timetable



There has been lots of research into the effectiveness of homework and it is
certainly the case that schools whose pupils do homework tend to be
more successful. Common homework activities include reading or practising
spelling and number facts, but may also include more extended activities to
develop inquiry skills or more directed and focused work based on what has been
taught in school.

Research has found that effective homework is associated with greater
parental involvement and support, therefore our homework is designed to
encourage parental engagement. Your feedback on how your child has managed
each piece of set work, and the support you offered them, helps us develop a
deeper understanding of how your child is progressing. Often we will add a
‘parent comments’ box to homework activities for this feedback.

In KS1 we send out homework each Friday. It is expected to be returned by the
following Thursday at the latest.

Supporting your child at home is crucial for their development. When 
school and home work together, the positive impact is greatest.

In September your child will receive a homework kit. We have designed this kit
to ensure your child has the basic tools they might need to complete their
homework. This kit has been put together using a grant obtained from the
Ernest Cook Trust, therefore we ask that it is returned in good condition at the
end of the year so that other children can benefit from its use in future years.

Each kit contains:
• A pencil
• A pen
• A whiteboard pen (this can be used on the laminated resources)
• A ruler
• Laminated squared paper
• Phonics sound mats
• A laminated hundred square
• A laminated number line
• Laminated Numicon pieces
• Numicon activity booklet
• 2D and 3D shape word mat
• My Spelling word mat
• Information leaflet: Supporting your child with reading
• Number facts and times table calculations



Research proves that children who enjoy reading do better at school in 
all subjects.

Reading together increases literacy skills and does so much more - it helps 
to build a strong and loving relationship between you. And it's never too 

early to start reading with your child!

Your child will receive a book appropriate to their reading level to read at home. 
Within each book band, it is expected that your child will read a range of genres 
including poetry, non-fiction and fiction texts. Reading regularly is best way to 
improve reading skills. Once your child has read their book, please return it to 
school and we will exchange it for a new one. With their book, they will also take 
home a yellow home school reading record. This is designed for parents to add 
comments about how their child is reading at home. You may wish to make a 
comment about your child’s reading preferences, what they are doing well at or 
what they are finding difficult. Within the homework kit, there is a leaflet we 
have created to help you support your child’s reading at home.

Set aside some time
Find somewhere quiet without
distractions- turn off the
TV/radio/computer.

Ask your child to choose a 
book in addition to their 

school book
Sharing books they have chosen
shows you care what they think
and that their opinion matters.
This means they are more likely
to engage with the book.

Sit close together
Encourage your child to hold the book
themselves and turn the pages. Sometimes it can
be a good idea to take turns, reading a page
each. This way, your child can hear you modelling
how to read fluently, as well as having the
opportunity to read independently.

Encourage them
Encourage your child to use their
knowledge of phonics to sound
out words. Praise them regularly.

Make it fun! 
It doesn't matter how you read with a child, as
long as you both enjoy the time together. Don't
be afraid to use funny voices: children love this!

Encourage your child to talk about the 
book

Talking about the characters and their dilemmas
helps children understand relationships and is an
excellent way for you to get to know each other
or discuss difficult issues. Give your child plenty
of time to respond. Ask them what will happen
next, how a character might be feeling, or how
the book makes them feel.
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On your child’s PE day we ask that your child comes to school in their PE kit, 
which they will wear throughout the day. By not keeping PE kits in school, we 
reduce the risk of kits becoming lost. As they can also be washed more 
regularly than they would be if kept in school, this is also more hygienic. On 
cold days we recommend that children wear tracksuits, with black trainers. 
It would be helpful if you could send their sandshoes in their bags on PE days 
days, as they are more appropriate for indoor PE.

Year One PE is on a Friday.
Year Two PE is on a Tuesday.

Educational visits are an excellent way to enrich the curriculum and bring topics 
alive. We have found that they can have a profound impact on pupil attainment. 
Where possible, we try to arrange a visit most half terms. 

As you can imagine, the entrance cost to most venues and transport can be quite 
expensive. To fund these visits we ask for a voluntary contribution from parents 
and carers. Whilst this is voluntary, if we do not raise enough funds we will be 
unable to go on the planned visit. 

Please remember that children in KS1 are all entitled to free schools meals, so 
school will provide a packed lunch for each visit should you request it in advance. 
By providing your child’s lunch, we can help  reduce the cost of the visit for 
parents. We thank you in advance for your support in this matter and greatly 
appreciate your contributions. 

Our school website contains lots of useful information about your child’s 
education. On the ‘learning zone’ you will find documents which offer advice on 
how to support your child at home. In addition to this, each class has a blog. 
Most weeks you will find information about what your child has been doing in 
school that week. It is a great way for you to open up discussions with your 
child about their learning.

www.newshamprimary.co.uk


