
Quality Learning in Foundation Stage at Newsham Primary 

Children at Newsham experience indoor and outdoor activities which promote effective and sustainable 

characteristics of learning for all.  Rigorous assessment of what children know, understand and can do, is at 

the core of our provision which draws on the skills of an effective, motivated team of staff. 

We understand the importance of children directing their own learning in a challenging and robust  

environment which constantly drives achievement and progress across all areas of the EYFS curriculum.   

Children are encouraged to embark on risk taking in their learning through well-resourced open ended  

activities which promote problem solving, the development of thinking skills and effective  

communication with others.  At Newsham we maintain a good balance between adult and child directed 

learning so that the children constantly acquire new skills to practise and apply to their own choice of  

activity, thus embedding secure learning.  A flexible approach to teaching underpins this provision.  

 

Here are just some examples of the ways we help the children to do this. 

 

 

Personal and Social Education 

Children in the reception classes have ‘key learning’ challenges to complete each day.  The children work 

largely independently on these and record when they are completed.  Later in the year children are able to 

set some of their own ‘key learning’ challenges as they have a clear understanding of what learning looks like 

for them.  Clear targets and ‘next steps’ support this developing understanding. 

Using my blending 

and segmenting 

skills to write ‘alien’ 

or nonsense words 

for my key learning. 

Marking off that 

my key learning 

task has been 

completed. 

In nursery we take  

responsibility for giving 

out milk and fruit at 

snack time.  We have to 

use polite sentences to 

do this. 



Communication & Language 

The enabling environment in the nursery and reception unit ensures that children become effective and        

enthusiastic communicators who are able to think, talk about and share what they know, can do and understand.  

Crucially they are very adept at asking questions to further their learning in situations that are skilfully      

developed by high quality teaching staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We used wood stain to        

preserve the wooden blocks 

outside. Giving each other 

clear instructions and listening 

carefully helped to get the job 

done in an organised way. 

Offering and asking each 

other for help enables us to 

develop self-sufficiency 

alongside speaking and     

listening skills. 

Picking blackberries and 

washing out the maggots 

gave us lots to talk 

about, developing and 

using specific                          

vocabulary. 

Exploring and reciting 

phrases in familiar books 

helps broaden our 

knowledge of  how        

language is used.  



Physical Development 

We  need to play and explore in an active and engaged way to be the very best coordinated, creative and 

critical thinkers at Newsham.   

Wake and shake  gets us 

ready to learn. We all join in  

together to dance repeated 

moves and notice the effect it 

has on our bodies. 

Cutting biscuit dough before     

baking, to make cookies to sell 

on our curriculum day. 

Organising our own basket ball 

game and recording our scores 

with a tally. 

Exploring water. 



Literacy 

We aim for all children to be high achievers in reading and writing, expecting them to be able to do so with 

skill by the end of their time in Foundation Stage at Newsham.  Children follow a structured, systematic 

phonics program which they are then challenged to apply to their own directed activity as they play, indoors 

and out.  Staff actively support children to believe that they are capable and literate individuals.  

Reading for pleasure. Enjoying a well loved book with     

familiar repeated phrases. 

 Completing a simple book review. 

  Practising reading 

from the taught   

reading session. 

Children read and reread favourite texts to support the development of independent reading strategies.  

They are encouraged to think critically about what they read; fiction, poetry and non-fiction. 

Becoming a writer is a key feature of our Early Years Unit.  Children have access to a broad range of writing 

materials in all areas of the classroom as well as in specifically designed writing areas.  They are encouraged 

to discover a world of writing possibilities. 

Confidently applying 

the phonics skills I 

have learned to make a 

labelled diagram. 

Exploring the writing materials  

available whilst writing for   

different purposes. 



In the reception class I designed my own learning challenge, and it took me a long time to complete.  

I made a ditty (reading) book, completely from scratch and added illustrations.  I was very proud to 

show Mrs Armstrong when it was finished.  I earned a head teacher’s sticker. 

Relaxed mark 

making in the art 

area in nursery. 

Practising the letters 

we have been learning 

about in nursery, in our 

own directed activity. 



Mathematics 

Our children develop the maths skills that are expected by the end of Foundation Stage.  They are able to 

count in ones, twos and fives, know about numbers and amounts beyond 20 and can add and subtract, 

including finding double and halves.  Most importantly, they are confident at solving simple problems.  They 

know about shapes, pattern, money and time. 

 

Learning to count in the maths area. 

Early data collection in nursery.  

 We take a cube out of the box when we 

say good morning or good afternoon; 

then we know how many children are at 

school and how many are at home. 

Early data collection in  

reception.  

In reception we use a graph to 

show how many children are 

here, who they are and who is 

having school dinner or a packed 

lunch. 

Selling biscuits during one of our  

curriculum days.  We ran the shop  

ourselves and made lots of money. 

We decided to play a matching 

pairs game and organise it  

ourselves. 



Understanding the World 

The children are encouraged to explore their world, including family, places, communities and traditions.  

They find out about living things, similarities and differences and the uses of technology. 

 

Right from the start we are encouraged to use the program menu to find our own 

programs and shut the computers down when we are finished. 

Finding our about different cultures and traditions 

We cooked stir fry noodles during Chinese New Year 

celebrations and tried to eat them with chopsticks. 

We found a worm and moved 

it to live in our 'mini beast 

hotel'. 



Expressive Arts and Design 

As we explore the world through the expressive arts and design, we learn to create and construct, sing and 

dance and enjoy imaginative pretend play in purposeful and challenging situations. 

The children are able to decide what to make, plan it and then improve and refine their ideas before deciding 

that they are finished. 

 

Working together to design and 

make a 'booby trap.' 

I read a book about farms, before 

deciding to make a farm house.  I 

worked with some friends to plan it 

before making.  When we had  

finished we added a sheepdog to 

make the finished piece of work  

better.  Mrs Armstrong gave us a 

head teacher's sticker. 

We have a grocery shop near the home corner in nursery. There is an 

order book for special food orders.  Sometimes these are received 

by phone. 



At regular times during the year we invite our families into school to learn with us.  This time we are making 

lots of crafts for Easter.   

 

We keep evidence of how and what children learn in a variety of different ways in Foundation Stage.   

 Individual ‘Learning Journals’ for each child 

 Nursery & reception assessment files 

 Children’s work books (including homework books) 

 Reading records 

 SEN / intervention files 

 Evaluated daily, weekly and half termly planning for nursery and reception 

 Mapping grids 

 Reception annual reports & entry to, and exit from, nursery reports. 

 

We value the learning your child does at home with you and regularly include this in our overall assessment of 

what a child is able to do.    Simple proforma are available in school and are sent home with homework for 

you to record these achievements and send into school. 

 

In addition you can find out more about what happens in school through: 

 Weekly school, and termly Foundation Stage, newsletters. 

 Daily contact with staff and / or your child’s key person. 

 After school file share sessions (dates on the termly newsletter). 

 Parents’ evenings. 

 School events (see information from Friends of Newsham or weekly school newsletters) 

 Governors’ newsletters. 

 Specific Early Years curriculum lectures / talks. 

Parents and families in school. 


