
 

Curriculum and Performance Information— Newsham Primary School  

1 Performance Information Through Assessment at     

Newsham Primary School  

From September 2014 the school curriculum changed significantly. So why the big change, and how will it affect 
your child? Below there is a summary document of the key changes, as well as a link to the detailed documenta-
tion (see below). A paper copy of this leaflet is available from school by request. We have been working with all 
schools in our partnership to co-ordinate a joint implementation of these programmes of study. We also held 
information mornings last year about specific changes. We hope that this will enable our pupils to have the best 
possible transition between schools and for parents to feel confident that prior knowledge will be built upon 
and expanded. 
 
In 2013 the government announced plans to overhaul the National Curriculum. For most children, these changes 
will took effect from September 2014, but children who were in Year 2 and Year 6 during 2014-15 followed the 
existing programmes of study until September 2015 in English, Maths and Science. See Appendix 5 
 

Why the big curriculum change? 

The main aim is to continue to raise standards. Although the new curriculum is intended to be more challenging, 
the content is actually slimmer than the current curriculum, focusing on essential core subject knowledge and 
skills. 

Will the new curriculum involve any new tests? 

The Department for Education is currently in the process of reforming KS1 and KS2 tests, full details have not yet 
been published but more detail is available in Section 2.4 of this document. These tests will begin in May 2016 
and more information will be shared with pupils and parents through this academic year. The first of these infor-
mation sessions will be for parents of Y6 pupils on 12th September 9:00 in the school hall. 

No Levels 

One of the biggest changes to be made from September 2015 is the removal of levels to grade pupils. The Gov-
ernment has allowed schools to develop their own assessment systems, with the emphasis being on ensuring 
pupils attain a deep understanding of everything they are meant to know during their current year of study. Key 
expectations are presented, and we have developed the curriculum to ensure we enable pupils at Newsham to 
maximise their life chances by developing their understanding through their learning journey here.  

In combination with other schools, Newsham has developed an innovative way of assessing pupils to ensure 
they are maximising their potential. Parents will receive progress reports about how well the pupils have pro-
gressed in ensuring they have mastered what is expected of them in their Year Group (see 2.7). 

National Tests at Year 2 and Year 6 will now present results as a standardised score. More information on this is 
in section 2.4. 

What is next 

Newsham continues to work with advisors, other schools in our Partnership and beyond to develop our assess-
ment information. As with everything we do here, we would like to work with parents, carers and the children in 
developing our curriculum and assessment through these changes. More information will be released through 
the year and we always welcome your views. 

We are embracing an exciting time of change in education and want to make it right for Newsham! 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/11-things-parents-need-know-about-national-curriculum
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Foundation 

Stage 

Year 1 

Year 2 

Year 3 

Year 4 

Year 5 

Year 6 

2.1 Gathering Assessment Information  

Information from parents carers, previous Placement Settings, Child minders 

(with Parental consent) 2 year check information 

Parents/ Carers 

External Agencies 

Eg Children's Services 

Agencies working 

in school 

Eg CYPS, 

LIST Parents receive infor-

mation about 

strengths / areas of 

weakness/ whether 

pupils have achieved 

expected outcomes 

for age/ next steps 

and how to help 

Secondary Schools receive information about strengths / areas 

of weakness/ whether pupils have achieved expected outcomes 

for age/ next steps and how to help 

Ongoing Classroom as-

sessment about a 

broad and deep un-

derstanding of the cur-

riculum (see 2.2) 

Information to be 

gathered by Teachers 

and Support staff and 

inform planning  

Termly check 

tests to ensure 

progression 

see 2.3 

Local Authority receive data 

from ongoing assessment and 

Statutory Tests Statutory Assessments on 

Entry, End of Foundation 

Stage,  Year 1 Phonics, 

Year 2, Year 6 (see 2.4) 

Pupil Profiles for 

SEND pupils 

Prior knowledge 

of attainment 
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2.2 Deepening  Understanding Through Ongoing Assessment 

- Daily assessment in class 

Staff use ongoing assessment gathered through a range of strategies. Lessons are planned using the New Curric-

ulum, then adapted using the Teacher’s knowledge of the pupils. 

Staff consider what the pupils already know and what they need to know. They also consider the best ways that 

pupils learn and how they can remove any barriers to learning. When they plan what to teach they have high 

expectations about securing deep understanding about the concepts to be taught. They aim to create lessons 

that challenge pupils to develop their understanding and prove it through concepts drawn from Blooms Taxon-

omy. See Appendix 1. 

These criteria are set out in pupils books and on staff planning. Observations of individuals progress from listen-

ing to discussion, watching learning happen, marking work etc are recorded on the planning. This in turn in-

forms the next step for learning. These observations are made by all staff working with the pupils. 

Sample criteria stickers which will appear in books Appendix 2 

Example observations taken during a lesson Appendix 3 

Example Question Grid Appendix 4 

Information gathered from observing learning 

on daily basis on depth of understanding , po-

tential barriers to learning and preferred 

learning styles. 

Deep understanding of the curriculum 

Information about learning gath-

ered in other ways  eg,.testing, par-

ents, Pupil Profiles etc. See 2.1 

Plan next 

steps, for 

individuals, 

groups and 

classes. 

Planning Cycle 

Evaluate 
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2.3 Testing 

The very best assessment of learning is the information gathered when watching children learn. The previous 

section explained how this information will be gathered and used. However, there will still be the need to check 

understanding through tests. This means that although Levels have gone it is not the end of testing! Statutory 

Testing will still happen at Y1 (Phonics Screening), Year 2 and Year 6. Please see section 2.4 for more details. 

 

Furthermore, there will be ongoing testing which will be another tool that will inform teachers about next steps, 

and Leaders and Governors about strategic decisions to ensure the delivery of best practice. This is called 

‘Summative Assessment’. 

Pupils will still experience testing in spelling, Schofield and Sims (our daily Maths scheme) etc. They will also 

have termly assessments in key areas (Rising Stars). These termly tests are part of a scheme which tracks pupils 

throughout the Primary School. They are also diagnostic in that they highlight areas of strength and gaps to in-

form planning and provision. 

We are developing and administering these assessments with other schools so that we can moderate the mark-

ing and assess our impact. 

 

Broadening and deepening  

understanding  

Checks 

along 

the way 

of 

school 

and 

Statu-

tory 

Testing 
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2.4 Statutory Testing And Reporting 

Foundation Stage 

Nursery have to have be assessed  by month bands for prime areas of curriculum only for pupils not a previous setting by the end of 

week 4. That will be shared with parents just after half term  at a separate parents evening . They will also receive an on entry written 

report. 

 

There is a new Baseline Test on entry to Reception. We have chosen the PIPS test.  It will be administered to pupils from Wednesday  

9th September. This involves observations of development from teachers and then a computer based activity with the pupil. The proce-

dure will take around 20 minutes and the pupil will be unaware that they are taking a test. Pupils will not be allowed to struggle, the 

programme they follow will end as they start getting questions wrong, even though they will not know they have made an error. 

The pupils will  complete the same test at the end of Reception as one of the measures of progress. 

For more information see www.cem.org/reception-baseline-assessment 

Year 1 

Phonics testing 

Since 2013 the school have conducted Phonics Testing.  This is a test of 40 words and ‘non words’ . The child reads the words and is 

marked as to whether they correctly identify the phonetic rule. The score is then shared with parents and the Local Authority. If the 

child does not pass the standard score, they will take the test again in Year 2.  

Last year 85% of pupils passed the standard score at Newsham.  Nationally the figure is usually around 74%. 

For more information see http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check 

Key Stage 1 Year 2 Tests 

Ks1 tests will change from the Year 2 SAT from  May 2016. There will be tests in  

 Mathematics, 

 English grammar, punctuation and spelling   

 Reading 

These tests will be given a standardised score which will be reported parents. 

http://www.theschoolrun.com/KS1-SATs-in-2016 

Key Stage 2 Year 6 Tests 

Key Stage 2 SAT testing in Year 6 are also different to reflect changes in the curriculum. 

There will still be tests in Reading, Maths and English grammar, punctuation and spelling although the make-up of the tests has 

changed. The tests will take place in the week beginning 9th May 2016 and the pupils will receive a standardised score and information 

about whether they have reached the National requirement. 

More information will be released soon. To read more, see http://www.theschoolrun.com/key-stage-2-SATs-2016 
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2.5 Moderation 

Without ‘Levels’, how do we know 

pupils are making progress? 

Ensuring progress measures are 

robust. 

As we develop our new assessment information system it is essential that we have confidence that we are be-
ing robust in our process. Therefore, we have created a system of checks and balances. Ultimately, the results 
of Statutory Testing will provide a level of moderation to our school performance by comparing results locally, 
regionally and nationally. However, we do not want to be at the end of a learning journey before we moder-
ate our judgements about performance. 

 

Therefore, we are already working with local schools to moderate our judgements about whether pupils are 
performing at, below or above the required expectation for a child of a specific age. This has already involved 
joint scrutiny of work and moderation of judgement. 

 

Within school, there are a series of steps to ensure progress and high standards. This involves joint scrutiny at 
a number of levels. 

 

Moderation of work and judge-

ments with Partnership Modera-

tion Group. 

Meeting every 2 weeks of Phase Group staff 

involving planning and moderation of judge-

ments. 

Ongoing training 

of staff in assess-

ment information 

Statutory Test results 

Daily discussion in Year Group 

Teams of planning and assess-

ment. 

School tests 

Termly school assessments 

Senior Leadership Team week-

ly moderation of learning and 

progress with book scrutiny , 

data collection and conversa-

tions with pupils. 
Transition + where staff who have previ-

ously worked with pupils have reviews with 

the pupils after they move on, including 

work scrutiny. 

Northumberland 

County Council 

Moderation EYFS, 

Nursery KS1 and 

KS2 
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2.6 Assessment Information Collection and Analysis 

Teachers will keep ongoing records of the formative assessment judgements they make on a day to day basis, 

as well as the results of spelling tests or table tests.  

 

Certain data needs to be reported to the Local Authority. Please see section 2.4 for more details. 

In addition to helpful publications we will receive about this data, such as RAISEonline, the school will analyse 

these results to ensure high attainment, and good progress for all pupils and a number of different groups of 

pupils. The groups of pupils that will be considered will typically gender, disadvantaged pupils, SEND, most able 

pupils, and least able pupils. The aim of this analysis is to look for patterns and to make decisions for the future 

at an individual pupil level, or strategic management decisions. 

 

Baseline PIPS test will give us insight at a class and individual level, group analysis, comparisons to National and 

‘similar schools’, indicators of unusual profiles and research based guidance on next steps, reports related to 

the EY curriculum. 

 

Other data will be stored and analysed as well. This will be the judgement of whether the pupil is performing at, 

above or below the performance expected for a pupil in that Year Group. This will be a teacher judgement 

based on ongoing assessment and other information such as the results of  termly tests.  These decisions will be 

thoroughly moderated (see 2.5). 

 

We are currently working with the Local Authority to develop an amendment to SIMs so that this data can be 

analysed as above and support transition for pupils. However, in school systems will track progress and attain-

ment against key measures, for example; disadvantaged (in receipt of pupil premium funding), gender, SEND. 

Staff, SLT and Governors will use this information to inform planning, Intervention priorities and strategic deci-

sions. 

The school is developing increasingly sophisticated systems to further evaluate the effectiveness of Interven-

tions. 
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2.7 Information for Parents and Carers 

The parents will receive information about developments in the curriculum and assessment in many formats 

through the year. They will also receive regular updates on the progress of their child. 

Information about Curriculum 

and Assessment 

Information about my child’s 

progress and attainment 

Parent Information Days eg 12th September 

for Year 6 Parents 

Website with links to important infor-

mation. 

This document updated 

along with summary ver-

sion 

Newsletters 

Parents Evening x 2 

 

Identified children receive information for 

example Achievement For All group and 

those on Pupil Profile 

Annual report 

Annual Report contains invitation to make 

additional meeting with staff 

Regular reminders to parents that they can make ap-

pointments with staff at any point to discuss these issues 

Open days to see work 

in books 
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2.8 Information To Pupils 

Information about Curriculum 

and Assessment 

Information about my progress 

and attainment 

Pupils will receive information about developments in the curriculum and assessment in many formats through 

the year. They will also receive regular updates on their progress . 

In lessons, regular instant verbal feedback about mas-

tery of concept and depth of understanding as well as 

next steps 
Marking indicates mastery of concept  

and depth of understanding, as well as 

next steps 

Discussion in class about move from levels (slide 

show presentation) 

Daily explanation of curriculum requirements 

Displays in class reflect curriculum/ learning re-

quirements 

In school test results 

(where appropriate) 

Statutory Assessment re-

sults (where appropriate) 

Preparation for Test  expectations 
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Appendix 1 

Blooms Taxonomy Grid 
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Appendix 2 

Sample Assessment Criteria Which Will Appear In Books 

I understand that we can find the mass of an object. 

 

I can find the mass of an object using a non-standard unit. 

 

I can accurately weigh by finding the equivalent mass. 

The criteria are layers of depth to 

understanding 

Planning aims to get all pupils to the deepest level of 

understanding, with scaffolded points along the learning 

journey 

Criteria to measure learning in a 

lesson 

First criteria would be a display of ‘knowledge’, 

the lower end of Blooms Taxonomy of Thinking. 

The second would be ,’comprehension’ moving 

into application. 

The third is an example of ‘evaluation’, making 

judgements about information through consider-

ation of equivalence.  

The following is an example from a Year  2 lesson, which was introducing weight for developing an understanding of 

measurement as equivalence. 

The second objective is aligned to the expecta-

tions for the Year 1 curriculum and therefore 

provides a check point  for assessing the degree 

of understanding. 
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I understand that we can find the mass of an object. 

Sam and Jeff were able to explain their understanding of the mass of an 

object and were involved in measuring the mass of fruit with unifix cu-

bes. However, measurements were inaccurate and Jeff was not pre-

pared to share leaning opportunities with Sam. 

I can find the mass of an object using a non-standard unit. 

GH Mohammed and Stevie were able to  explain ‘how could’ we meas-

ure using non-standard units, and completed the activity  accurately. 

They both found it  difficult to record the results. 

I can accurately weigh by finding the equivalent mass. 

Bryan and Sarah B and Bryan were able to experiment, then accurately 

weigh equivalent, non– standard measures. For example Sarah worked 

out two apples was equivalent to 3 carrots. Sarah was also able to ex-

plain to Samir what  she was doing and helped him experiment with 

other fruits. 

Appendix 3 

Example Observations Taken During A Lesson 

The following is an example from a Year 1 lesson, which was introducing Numicon which is a Maths Tile that helps pupils 

explore number. Names have been changed. 

From this point the teacher knows pupils who 

achieved really deep understanding of the concept. 

There is also an indication that Bryan and Sarah B 

learnt well together. This maybe useful in the future. 

Furthermore, the fact that Sarah had to explain her 

understanding to another pupil helped her learning.  

This information was added by a Teaching Assistant 

who had been using a questioning Grid  

From this observation the teacher  knows that Stevie 

and Mohamed have a deeper understanding than my 

appear evident from their books. Furthermore, they 

have been made aware of a potential barrier to learn-

ing , ie their written recording skills. 

From this observation the teacher knows that Sam and Jeff only  

achieved the lowest depth of knowledge in this lesson. Further-

more, a potential barrier to them learning effectively will be them 

working together.  
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Complexity >>> 

C

o

m

pl

e

xi

t

y 

>>

> 

  Is? 

Does? 
Pre-
sent 

Did? 
Has? 
Was? 
Past 

Can? 
Possibil-

ity 

Should? 
Opinion 

Would? 

Could? 
Probability 

Will? 
Prediction 

Might? 
Imagina-
tion 

What? 
 Event 

              

Where? 
Place 

              

When? 

Time 

              

Which? 

Choice 

              

Who? 

Person 

              

Why ? 

Reason 

              

How? 

Meaning 

              

What is the least help you need from me? 

Self-scaffolding 

Prompting 

Questioning 

Modelling 

Correcting 

Appendix 4 

Questioning Grid 
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