
Summer  2018 FREE TO ALL YEAR 4 CHILDREN 

Topic 
This term, we will be preparing for our ‘Northumberland Day’ celebrations 
by recognising the work of William Armstrong, one of our region’s most 
influential engineers. We will be finding out about his ingenious use of 
hydroelectricity which was used to light and power his home.  Cragside 
was one of the most technologically advanced homes of the Victorian age.  
At the school fayre, you will be invited to buy paintings of Cragside house 
produced by our children.   

 

 

 

Computing 
This half term, we will be using Scratch to create 
Maths Quizzes using code. We will be using ‘if or 
else’ control programs to create positive and 
negative responses / points and duplicating code to 
produce several questions.  Next half term, we will be looking at 
how computers can be used to create surrealist art. The children 
will be making digital collages and using ‘paint’ software to create 
their own works of digital art.  

Numeracy 
 

It is really important to learn 
times tables.  By the end of Year 
4, children need to recall times 
tables up to 12x12.  They also 
need to know each 
corresponding division fact. 
So, if you know that 
8x2 = 16, you also know that 
16÷2 = 8 and 16÷8 = 2! 
Every Monday, the children have 
‘Times Tables Challenge’. In these 
sessions we are focussing on 
speed and the children’s ability to 
recall facts as this is a timed 
challenge. 
 

P.E  

We will be doing PE outdoors this term.  
Ear rings must be 
removed. This term we 
will be playing ‘Net and 
Wall Games’. The 
children will have the chance to develop 
their racket skills, create rallies and play 
some games of tennis with a partner.  

Science 
This term, Year 4 will be learning 
about solids and states of matter 
and linking this to the water 
cycle.   
https://www.bbc.com/
education/topics/zkgg87h 
We will also be finding our more 
about living things and their 
habitats.   
https://www.bbc.com/
education/topics/zbnnb9q 

LITERACY 

We are currently, really enjoying our class novel ‘I 
was a Rat’ by Philip Pullman. One of the key 
features of this book, is that it contains regular 
clippings from a newspaper at the end of some 
chapters. After studying newspaper articles, we 
will be creating our own versions linked to the 
wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. You 
will be able to read them hot off the press! 

KEEPING HYDRATED 
We are trying to encourage the 
children to drink more water to 

keep their minds  
active.   

 
It would be helpful if you could 

provide your child with a named 
water bottle to use in the  

classroom. 

PSHE 
This term, we are studying the topical 
issue of ‘Plastic Pollution’.  The children 
will be finding out more about the 
extent of this problem.  They will be 
considering how they can  ‘think 
globally—act locally’ and will be sharing 
ways that each family can help with this.   

This term’s RE topic is Christianity. 
The children will be reading stories 
from the old and new testament. 
They will be finding out about 
influential figures whose Christian 
faith has inspired them eg. Mother 
Theresa and Martin Luther King. 
Next half term, we will be learning 
about saints and sacred places.  


