
Welcome back!

Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the
half term break. All of the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life
through our wider theme of homes, now and in the past.

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s
class teacher or Mr. Smith (Senior Leader).

We hope you and your child have a great half term!

KS1 Team

Dates for the Diary:

KS1 Parent Meeting - Wednesday 12th September at 9am 
During the KS1 Parents’ Meeting you will be able to find out more about the coming year. This event will be 
held in the main hall, with access through the hall doors from the lower KS1 yard.

KS1 Visit to Beamish Museum - Wednesday 24th October
To consolidate and extend the children’s learning on homes and how they have changed, we will be visiting 
Beamish Museum. The children in Y1 will be exploring how the life of a school child has changed and discover 
life in the Victorian classroom; whilst the children in Y2 will discover what life was like in 1820 by stepping 
back in time in Pockerley Old Hall. The Y2 children will take part in activities such as making candles, baking 
biscuits and making lavender bags.

Parents’ Evenings – 1st and 3rd October
This is an opportunity to discuss how your child has settled into their new year group and identify initial 
strengths and areas for development. 

The school day beings at 8:40am 
and finishes at 3:15pm. 

Your child should wear an appropriate PE kit on
their PE day. Please bear in mind that the
session may be outdoors so jogging bottoms
would be appropriate on colder days.
Don’t forget- jewellery is not allowed. Earrings
should be removed at home on PE days as your
child cannot participate with earrings in place.

Y1 PE: Friday
Y2 PE: Tuesday



Key Stage One
Autumn One

English
Year One

Speaking and Listening
The children will learn to:
• Listen with enjoyment and respond to the book, 

through retelling and re-enacting the story
• Think and talk confidently about their response to 

the book, the story and illustrations, and their 
meanings

• Explore and interpret stories through creative 
activity including play, art, drama and drawing

• Engage children with a story with which they will 
empathise

• Know the story really well and be able to revisit it 
in a variety of ways

• Sequence and explore story 
• Structure through storytelling and storymapping

Literacy Units of Work

The children will be exploring
narrative using the following texts:

The Everywhere Bear

Peter Puffin/Blue Penguin

Reading
The children will learn to:
• Read and understand simple sentences.
• Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. 
• Read some common irregular words.
• Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read.
• Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their 

experiences of books.
• Knows that information can be retrieved from books and computers.

Writing
The children will learn to:
• Use phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds.
• Write some irregular common words.
• Write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others.
• Spell some words correctly and make phonetically plausible attempts at others.
• Leave spaces between words
• Join words and joining clauses using and
• Begin to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop
• Name the letters of the alphabet in order

Handwriting
The children will:
• Practise all the long-legged giraffe letters: l i t u j y
• Practise all the one-armed robot letters: r b n h m k p
• Practise all the curly caterpillar letters: c a d o s g q e f
• Practise long-legged giraffe letters
• Write words with ll
• Write capitals for long-legged giraffe letters
• Practise one-armed robot letters
• Practise long-legged giraffe letters and one-armed 

robot letters

Phonics
The children will:
• Revisit and Review Phases 2 and 3 to consolidate learning from 

EYFS.
• Learn to read and spell with the following beginning and end 

consonant clusters:
st, br, sp, gr, fl, cr, cl, bl, tr, sl, dr, fr
sw, pl, pr, gl, str, thr
sc, sm, sn, scr, squ, spr, spl, shr
ld, lf, lk, lm, lp, lt
sk, sm, sp, st
ft, mp, nd, nk, nt, pt, nch, tch, mb



Number: Place Value within 10
The children will learn to:
• Count to ten, forwards and backwards, beginning 

with 0 or 1, or from any given number.
• Count, read and write numbers to 10 in numerals 

and words.
• Given a number, identify one more or one less.
• Identify and represent numbers using objects 

and pictorial representations including the 
number line, and use the language of: equal to, 
more than, less than (fewer), most, least.

Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs)
By the end of the half term, children must:

• Know, off by heart, all pairs of numbers that add 
together to make six, e.g.

1+5=6   2+4=6

Maths Units of Work

Weeks 1-4
Introduction to Time
Number: Place Value within 10

Weeks 5-7
Number: Addition and Subtraction within 10

Week 8
Geometry: Shape

Maths

Key Stage 
One

Autumn One

Year One

Number: Addition and Subtraction within 10
The children will learn to:

• Represent and use number bonds and related 
subtraction facts within 10 

• Read, write and interpret mathematical 
statements involving addition (+), subtraction (-) 
and equals (=) signs. 

• Add and subtract one digit numbers to 10, 
including zero. 

• Solve one step problems that involve addition and 
subtraction, using concrete objects and pictorial 
representations and missing number problems

Geometry: Shape
The children will learn to:

• Recognise and name common 2-D shapes, 
including: (for example, rectangles (including 
squares), circles and triangles)

• Recognise and name common 3-D shapes, 
including: (for example, cuboids (including cubes), 
pyramids and spheres.)

Introduction to Time
The children will learn to:
• Understand the concept of the passing of time
• Name the days of the week
• Understand that the year is divided into months, 

weeks and days.



Key Stage One
Autumn One

Science

Year One
Animals, including Humans
• Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and 

say which part of the body is associated with each sense. (PSHE link)

Explaining Science
• Remember simple facts about science with help
• Use relevant words when I talk or write
• Use pictures or actions to help describe

Seasonal Changes
Summer and Autumn
• Observe changes across the four seasons
• Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day 

length varies.
• Discuss events, traditions and activities associated with each season.

Explaining Science
• Remember simple facts about science with help
• Use relevant words when I talk or write
• Use pictures or actions to help describe

Data, Tables & Graphs
• Use a simple table by recording in pictures & words
• Add to block charts & pictograms

Year Two
Animals, including Humans

• Notice that animals, including humans, have 
offspring which grow into adults

• Find out about and describe the basic needs of 
animals, including humans, for survival (water, 
food and air)

Explaining Science
• Remember simple facts about science
• Remember science words with help
• Use & add labels to diagrams

Data, Tables and Graphs
• Measure with labelled divisions
• Use a simple table; record in numbers
• Construct block charts

During years 1 and 2, pupils will be taught to use the following practical scientific methods, processes and skills throughout each science 
topic:

• asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways 
• observing closely, using simple equipment 
• performing simple tests 
• identifying and classifying 
• using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
• gathering and recording data to help in answering questions. 

Working Scientifically



History
Understanding Homes in the Present

Begin to understand changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these 
should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life

What Sorts of Homes do people live in today?
• learn that we each have a home
• learn that people live in different sorts of homes
• talk about homes using appropriate vocabulary

What is my home like?
• learn that the insides of our homes can look very different but usually share 

many of the same features
• learn the purposes of different rooms in the home

What might you find inside a home?
• learn about different household objects and where we would usually find 

these in a home
• learn about the purpose of common household objects
• talk about household objects, furniture and appliances using appropriate, and 

extended, vocabulary

Geography
Develop an understanding of their local area

What is my home like?
• Learn how to devise a simple map of their home

Where do I live?
 Learn that we have a personal address

 Learn the name of the county and country they live in

 Begin to understand the concept of town, county, country

 Be able to point to Northumberland on a map of the UK

Mapping School
 learn how to devise a simple map of the school
 learn why symbols are used on maps
 learn how to construct a simple key using simple symbols

Where is the school? How do I get to school?
 Learn their sense of place in relation to home and school
 Use aerial photographs and plans to recognise landmarks and basic 

human and physical features
 Consider how they travel to school
 Describe a route

What can we see in the streets around our school?
 Recognise some of the physical and human features in their locality 

 Understand some of the ways in which the features are used

 Express views on the features

What jobs do people do in Newsham?
• Identify some of the uses of land and buildings in their locality 
• Understand that these uses are linked to the work people do



Computing
Computer Skills

use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve 
digital content

• Click and drag with a mouse or trackpad
• Switch on and shutdown a computer independently
• Launch an application by double clicking it
• Manipulate an application window by moving and resizing it
• Save work in a designated folder independently

E-Safety
• Learn that they can go to exciting places online, but they need to follow certain 

rules to remain safe

Art and Design
Drawing

Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products.

Use drawing to develop their ideas.

Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using line, 
shape, form and space.

Explore drawing lines using different movements and positions, e.g. 
vertical and horizontal pencils movements

Lines and marks
• Learn that drawing and mark making comes from the fingertip, wrist, 

elbow, shoulder and whole body
• Learn to draw spirals
• Name, match and draw lines/marks from observations.
• Invent new lines.
• Draw on different surfaces with a range of media. Use differently 

textured and sized media.
• Develop hand eye co-ordination: continuous drawing
• Use lines to represent a shape or outline
• Use lines of different thickness
• Learn how to draw a simple object from observation
• Record ideas and experiences in a sketchbook

Art to discuss (use of line: straight, zigzag, curved, wavy, thick, 
thin):
• Rembrandt van Rijn, Saskia in a Straw Hat, 1633 

(Kupferstichkabinett, Berlin)
• Pierre Bonnard, The Luncheon (Le Déjeuner), 1923 (National Gallery 

of Ireland, Dublin)
• Joan Miró, Painting (Peinture), 1925 (National Galleries of Scotland, 

Edinburgh)

Appreciating art
• outline personal likes and dislikes regarding a piece of art

PE
Multiskills

Master basic movements and develop balance, agility and co-ordination

Basic Movements, Spatial Awareness, movement with a ball, sending skills: 
rolling, throwing underarm, catching and controlling

Acquiring & Developing:
 moving fluently, changing direction & speed easily & avoiding collisions & 

developing spatial awareness

Selecting & Applying:
 using different movements, speeds & pathways
 recognising space in games & using it to their advantage

Knowledge & Understanding:
 describing changes to their bodies when they exercise

Evaluating & Improving:
• watching others, describing what they see & copying



Music

Listen and Appraise
• Begin to recognise styles, find the pulse, recognise instruments, listen, discuss 

other dimensions of music.

Musical Activities
• Games - begin to internalise, understand, feel, know how the dimensions of music 

work together. Focus on Warm-up Games. Pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics.
• Singing - start to sing, learn about singing and vocal health. Begin to learn about 

working in a group/band/ensemble.
• Playing - start to play a classroom instrument in a group/band/ensemble.
• Improvisation - begin to explore and create your own responses, melodies and 

rhythms.
• Composition - begin to create your own responses, melodies and rhythms and 

record them in some way.

Performance
• Begin to work together in a group/band/ensemble and perform to each other and 

an audience.
• Discuss/respect/improve your work together.
How pulse, rhythm and pitch work together. When we rap, we use pulse and 
rhythm but add pitch and we have a song.

Old School Hip Hop:
• Hey You! by Joanna Mangona
• Me, Myself And I by De La Soul
• Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air by Will Smith
• Rapper’s Delight by The Sugarhill Gang
• U Can’t Touch This by MC Hammer
• It’s Like That by Run DMC

Differentiated Instrumental Progression
Melody Note Values:
• Semi-quavers, quavers and crotchets

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education

Health and Wellbeing

• Learn to write, and spell accurately, their full name
• To learn about what they like and dislike, what it means to make a 

choice and how choices can improve how they feel and look
• Learn about some of the things that keep our bodies healthy
• Learn about growing from young to old
• Learn the correct names for parts of the main parts of the body and 

about the similarities and differences between girls and boys 
(Science link)

• Learn about basic personal hygiene routines
• Learn about the spread of infections
• Learn about what goes onto and into our bodies (both good and 

harmful)
• Learn about what makes them unique and how to set simple goals 
• Learn about different kinds of feelings we may have and about the 

different ways we can manage feelings
• Learn about people who take care of them and about the family 

networks they belong to History Link: Chronology of family tree
• Learn about family traditions, celebrations and their importance
• Learn about change and loss, e.g. starting school, a new baby sibling, 

moving to a new class and about the feelings associated with change 
or loss

Rule of Law
• Learn what we class as right and wrong in our society
• Learn my rules and laws are important
• Learn about what a community is
• Learn about the different role that we find in our local community
• Learn about rules we have for keeping safe
• Learn about different ways of keeping physically and emotionally safe


