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Quote of the Week:  

 “You are never too old to set another goal or dream a new dream” C. S Lewis 

Most Inspiring School 2017 and Most Passionate School 2019!  

Wow! Whilst I’ve always felt incredibly lucky to be Headteacher of this unique and wonderful school, it feels 
brilliant that others recognise how special Newsham Primary is too! We were delighted to be named     
Northumberland Day’s Most Inspiring School in 2017 and have now been awarded Most Passionate School in 
2019. 

Many thanks to everyone involved in the life of our school for the constant support, enthusiasm and          
encouragement offered to us. I promise that we will continue to consult, listen, review and strive to build on 
our best practice. If you have any suggestions of ways in which we can do that, please do not hesitate to get 
in touch! 

School Crossing Patrol 

Could parents and carers please remember that due to circumstances beyond our control, there will be no 
supervised crossing control until Monday, September 16th. This affects the crossing on Winship Street. A   
pelican crossing and a supervised crossing patrol is provided by Northumberland County Council on         
Newsham Road. 

Parking 

This week we have received a complaint from a member of the local community. A report was made of     

parents and carers blocking access to local homes and properties. I fully appreciate the difficulties in parking 

near our school and it is an issue that I have raised repeatedly over recent years. That said, I remain highly 

concerned for both pupil safety and also our reputation in our local community. Please drive and park     

carefully and considerately. Thank-you 

Introductory Meetings for Parent and Carers of pupils in KS1 and KS2 

Many thanks to parents and carers who were able to attend our introductory meetings in school this week. 

These meetings are really important to ensure everyone understands the routines and expectations for their 

child’s new year group. So far, the feedback has been really positive and I’m so pleased everyone who was 

able to attend found the information useful. This understanding will really help us to work in partnership 

with each other as the year progresses and will enable us to support the children as effectively as possible. 

Parents and carers of children in Early Years are invited to a similar meeting next Tuesday, September 17th at 

4.30pm. 

Day What is happening 

Monday 16th September   Whole School Assembly 

2.30pm - Star Tea 

3.15pm - 4.15pm Y2 Phonics Club Mr Smith 

Tuesday 17th September 4.30pm - EYFS Parent meeting 

Wednesday 18th September 2.30pm - 3.45pm Operation Encompass Drop in, Conference Room. 

Thursday 19th September pm - Y3 Skipping Festival 

Friday 20th September 1pm - Galleons swimming lesson 

pm - Submarines Golf Lesson 
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Operation Encompass  

I’d like to remind you once again about Operation Encompass. This is an innovative project in which 
schools in Northumberland are participating, and which is run in partnership with Northumberland County 
Council and Northumbria Police. Many other Local Authorities both nationally and locally have successfully 
implemented Operation Encompass.  

Operation Encompass aims to support children and young people who are affected by domestic abuse. 
Witnessing domestic abuse is really distressing for a child, who often see the abuse, hear it from another 
room, see a parent’s injuries or distress afterwards or can be physically hurt by trying to stop the abuse.  

As a result, following any domestic abuse incident being reported to the police, the Police will make      
contact with Children’s Social Care who will then communicate relevant and necessary information to   
myself as Headteacher. This will ensure that I am made aware at the earliest possible opportunity and can 
subsequently provide support to children in a way that means they feel safe and listened to.  

In our school, myself, Mr Jones and Mrs Elton are specifically trained in liaising with police and Children’s 
Social Care when required, and we will ensure that the necessary support is made available to a child    
following the disclosure of a domestic abuse incident.  

I believe that this project demonstrates our school’s commitment to working in partnership to safeguard 
and protect children, and to providing the best possible care and support for our pupils. In the meantime, 
if you would like to speak to someone further about the project or require further information please   
contact me in school. You can also find out more information at http://www.operationencompass.org/ and 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes 
 
On Wednesday 18th September, our School Safeguarding Liaison Officer will be available for our second 

drop in session. This will be from 2.45pm - 3.45pm in our Conference Room. 

Attendance 

The highest possible levels of attendance and punctuality are vital at Newham Primary School. We try to 
recognise effort in these areas in as many different ways as possible but are also obliged to hold parents 
and carers to account when attendance and / or punctuality levels are low. 

We understand there can sometimes be unavoidable reasons for absence. We would expect these would 
occur due to childhood illness and we would ask that parents and carers contact us after 8am on the first 
day of their child’s absence.  Our school telephone number is 01670 353124. 

Our Education Welfare Officer regularly inspects our school registers for patterns of absence and low 

attendance. It really helps us if we can explain underlying reasons for the absences of individual children 

but we can only do that if parents and carers share this with us as soon as an absence occurs. Many thanks 

for your ongoing support.  

Pupil Success 

Well done to Thompson who was awarded Man of the Match this weekend by his football team, he also 
ran the Junior Great North Run raising £150 for Scope. Huge well done also to Alice who recently ran the 
Mini Great North Run! 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs A-M Armstrong 

Headteacher 
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