
Ancient Greece

Welcome back!
Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the half term break. All
of the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider theme of the
Ancient Greeks. Children will be finding out how the life and achievements of the Ancient Greeks influenced the western world.

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher, Mr.
Jones (Deputy Headteacher) or another member of the Senior Leadership team.

We hope you and your child have a great half term!
Year 4 Team

Dates for the Diary:
Parents’ Evenings – 1st and 3rd October
This is an opportunity to discuss how your child has settled into their new year group and identify initial strengths 
and areas for development. Please make an appointment with your child’s class teacher or contact the school office.

Harvest Festival – 7th October
Our harvest assembly will take place in school and children will be encouraged to bring in donations of tinned or 
dried food, cereals, fresh produce as well as baby food and toiletries. These will be donated to the Blyth foodbank, 
which is a charitable organisation that operates in Blyth to help the people of Blyth.
Further details of Blyth Foodbank can be found at https://www.facebook.com/BlythFoodBank

The school day begins at 8:40am 
and finishes at 3:15pm. 

Could we please remind all pupils to come to
school wearing their P.E kit every Tuesday. We
will be outdoors and children therefore need
appropriate, warm clothing. Please ensure
footwear is suitable and no jewellery should
be worn. For further information, please
contact the school office.
Y4 PE: Tuesday

Training Day
Monday 4th November

https://www.facebook.com/BlythFoodBank


Please be aware, this is a 

reading record, not a Home/ 

School Diary. If you have a 

message for your child’s 

teacher, drop them a note or 

catch them at the end of the 

day. They will be keen to help.

Supporting Your Child
Please remember that there is a lot more information on the school website with links to IT 
programs, information about how to help your child, a detailed view of the curriculum, a 
copy of the ‘Information Evening’ slide show presentation from 12.9.19, and much more. 

New Reading Record

With the new Reading Records, please use one box for each week 

reading at home. We would like the children to read every night.

Please record what they have read and the page numbers.

Example

1.9.19 The Mole Who Knew It Was None Of His Business (Whole Book)

2.9.19 Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone pg. 1-9

3.9.19 Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone pg. 10-20 etc.

Homework

We are currently trialling a new homework system. This will replace the sheets that we used 

to send home last year. Children will be expected to read every night. They will also be 

offered IT learning homework opportunities. At the end of this term we will be consulting 

with parents and carers to seek their views on the trial.

All of the children have log on access to a range of IT learning programs.  These include; 

 Mathletics

 TT Rockstars

 Education City

We encourage the children to enjoy learning with these resources as much as possible.  Links 

to all of these sites are on the ‘Learning Zone’ section of the school website. If you do not 

have access to the required IT, we can offer a range of alternatives, including use of in school 

computers. Please let you child's teacher know if you require this support. 

To help the children focus on learning they are doing, we will set a Mathletics unit which 

relates to their classwork each Friday. Children will not be punished for non-completion, 

but will be rewarded if they do complete work. 

The children know how to use Mathletics, but we are keen to offer you some training  too. 

Therefore, we would like to invite you to a training evening on 1.10.19 and 3.10.19 (during 

parents evenings). This is not a test for you, just an opportunity to show you how the 

program works. 

Things you may want to talk about with your Year 4 child this half term….. Please note; this is not a project, it is just for fun!

Can you play musical instruments thinking about 
pitch and volume?

Talk about how politics works in Britain, compared to politics in Ancient 
Greece



Key Stage 
Two

Autumn 
One

English
Year Four

Speaking and Listening
The children will learn to:
• Listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
• Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
• Articulate and justify answers and opinions
• Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard 

English
• Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 

conversations, responding to comments
• Use spoken language to develop understanding through exploring ideas
• Participate in discussions, role-play and improvisations
• Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
• Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building 

on the contributions of others
• Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication.

Literacy Units of Work

The children will be exploring
narrative using the following texts:

The Boy, the Bird and the Coffin Maker

A variety of Greek Myths including King Midas

Reading
The children will learn to:
Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:
• listening to and discussing a wide range of Greek mythology, making comparisons with other forms of fiction
• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of
• purposes
• using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read
• increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally
• identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books
• discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination
Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:
• checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context
• asking questions to improve their understanding of a text
• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives
• from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
• identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarizing these
• identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning
• participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what 

others say.

Writing
The children will learn to:
Plan their writing by:
• discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn 

from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
• discussing and recording ideas
Draft and write by:
• composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and 

rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures
• organising paragraphs around a theme
• in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
Evaluate and edit by:
• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements
• proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of 

pronouns in sentences
• proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors
• read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and 

controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.
Transcription
• Continue to spell further homophones
• Continue to spell words that are often misspelt (English Appendix 1)
• Continue to use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 1)
• Continue to place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals [for example, 

girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [for example, children’s]
• Continue to use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary
• Continue to write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and 

punctuation taught so far.

Handwriting
The children will be:
• Introducing diagonal join from p and b ascender
• Introducing diagonal join from p and b, no ascender
• Introducing diagonal join from p and b to an anticlockwise letter
• Revising parallel ascenders and descenders
• Break letters



Number: Place Value
The children will learn to:
•Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000
•Find 1000 more or less than a given number
•Count backwards through zero to include negative numbers
•Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number 
(thousands, hundreds,
tens, and ones)
•Order and compare numbers beyond 1000
•Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different 
representations
•Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000
•Solve number and practical problems that involve all of the above and 
with increasingly large positive numbers
•Read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that over time, the 
numeral system changed to include the concept of zero and place value

Maths Units of Work

Weeks 1-4
Number: Place Value 

Weeks 5-7
Number: Addition & Subtraction

Week 8
Measurement: Length and Perimeter

Maths

Key Stage 2
Autumn One

Year 4

Number: Addition & Subtraction 
The children will learn to:
 Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using the formal 

written methods of columnar addition and subtraction where 

appropriate

 Estimate and use inverse operations to check answers to a 

calculation

 Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in contexts, 

deciding which operations and methods to use and why.

Measurement: Length and Perimeter
The children will learn to:
• Convert between different units of measure [for example, 

kilometre to metre]



Year Four
Key Stage Two

Autumn One

Science
Year Four
Sound
The children will learn to:
• Identify how sounds are made, associating some of them 
with something vibrating 
• Recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a 
medium to the ear.
• Find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of 
the object that produced it 
• Find patterns between the volume of a sound and the 
strength of the vibrations that produced it. 
• Recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the 
sound source increases 

Working Scientifically
During years 3 and 4, pupils will be taught to use the following practical scientific methods, processes and skills through the teaching of the programme of study
content:
• asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them
• setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
• making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including 

thermometers and data loggers
• gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in answering questions
• recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables
• reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions
• using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements and raise further questions
• identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes
• using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings.

Working Scientifically

Explaining Science:
The children will learn to:
• Use complex science words correctly
• Use a science model to explain
• Draw diagrams to help describe/explain

Designing Experiments:
The children will learn to:
• Design experiments
• Use knowledge and understanding to make a hypothesis.
• Plan a reliable fair test
• Plan to minimise risk & act on safety suggestions



History
A study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world
The children will learn:
• Who the key figures of Ancient Greece were and what they achieved?
• How Ancient Greece was organised.
• Whether the Ancient Greeks invented government and how they influence our government.
• What the Golden Age of Greece was.
• Whether the Ancient Greeks changed sport and how have they influenced sport in the western world.
• Find out about Ancient Greek art and design (architecture, sculpture and pottery).
• What the beliefs of Ancient Greeks were.
• Who the Ancient Greek gods and heroes were.
• About Alexander the Great and how he spread Greek culture?



Art
Focus: Pottery of Ancient Greece
The children will learn to:
Explore and Develop Ideas
• Select and record from first hand observation, experience and imagination, and explore ideas for creating a 
vase in the style of the pottery found in ancient Greece;
• Question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and select ideas to use in their work;
• Explore the roles of craftspeople working in a different time and culture.
Evaluate and Develop Work
• Compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others’ work and say what they think and feel 
about them;
• Adapt their work according to their views and describe how they might develop it further.
Draw
• Collect images ad information independently in a sketchbook;
• Use research to inspire drawings from memory and imagination;
• Alter and refine drawings and describe changes using art vocabulary
3D Form
• Understand that form, in the discussion of art, is a useful term for describing complex shapes, often organic 
rather than geometric, as well as three-dimensional as opposed to flat shapes: the ʻformʼ of a human figure, 
for example, or the form of a tree.
• Plan, design, make and adapt models
• Create pottery in response to drawings
• Make informed choices about the 3D techniques chosen
• Learn how to coil, pinch and join clay
• Create a coil pot and a pinch/thumb pot and add a base and handle by scoring and adding slip
• Experience surface patterns and textures and create impressions in clay using a range of tools
• Observe artefacts
• Show an understanding of shapes, space and form
• Talk about their work understanding that it has been sculpted
Art to Discuss
Mythology in Art
• Understand that a mythological work of art depicts characters or a narrative from mythology. In western 
European painting these are generally from classical mythology.
• Recognise images from classical mythology and identify the characters/setting/narrative according to the 
children’s knowledge of the depicted myths from their language and literature studies:
 Antonio del Pollaiuolo, Apollo and Daphne, c.1432-1498 (National Art Gallery, London)
 Frederic (Lord) Leighton, The Return of Persephone to Demeter, 1891 (Leeds City Art Gallery, Leeds)
 Pablo Picasso, Minotaur and his Wife, 1937 (British Museum, London)

Design and Technology (including STEM)
The children will learn to:
Design
• Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of  functional, 
appealing products that are fit for purpose, creating a traditional Greek vase 
that could be sold at the agora of Tyre
• Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, 
annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams and prototypes

Make
• Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform 
practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], accurately

Evaluate
• Investigate and analyse a range of existing containers
• Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and 
consider the views of others to improve their work



PE
Invasion Games (Tag Rugby)

The children will learn to:
• Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
play competitive games, modified where appropriate and apply basic principles suitable for 
attacking and defending.
• Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance.
• Take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and within a team.
• Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to achieve 

their personal best

Key Skills:
• Attack
• Defend 
• Spatial Awareness
• Throwing
• Catching
• Running
• Jumping
• Foot work

Computing
Digital Literacy & E-Safety
The children will learn to:
• Explore what it means to be responsible and respectful of their offline and 

online communities as a way to learn how to be good digital citizens.

Computer Science and Information Technology
The children will learn to:
• Create a simple program.
• Run, check and change programs.
• Know that programs run by following precise instructions.
• Use arithmetic operators, if statements, and loops, within programs.
• Use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of programs.
• Find and correct simple semantic errors i.e. debugging, in programs.

Music
Link to English:
Children will learn to:
• Use the inter-related dimensions of music and poetry to support understanding 
and exploration of how music is created, produced and communicated, including 
through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
texture and structure



Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education
Core Theme 2 – Relationships
Topic – Valuing Difference 
The children will learn about:
• Recognising and challenging stereotypes 
• Different types of relationships
• Respecting similarities and differences 
• Consequences of bullying and discrimination
• Ways people may be discriminated against
• Respecting others’ feelings and opinions 
• Knowing when and how to challenge points of view appropriately

Religious Education 
Islam
Festivals and Celebrations 
The children will learn to:
• Learn about aspects of Eid-ul-Fitr, including origins and traditions
• Discuss why religious people fast
• Understand that Muslims fast for a month every year because Saum, or fasting, 
is one of the five pillars of Islam
• Examine what happens during Ramadan
• Compare Ramadan with Lent
• Learn about aspects of Eid-ul-Adha
• Understand that Muslims celebrate Eid-ul-Adha at the end of Hajj, or 
pilgrimage, and because of Ibrahim’s willingness to sacrifice his son Ishmael for 
the love of Allah
• Identify Hajj and Eid-ul-Adha traditions and explain their significance and origins
• Examine the ihram, the special pilgrimage garments worn by male pilgrims

French
Encore unit
The children will learn:
• Revise ways to describe people
• Nationalities
• Giving characteristics using various adjectives/ agreement
 Gender
 Subject pronouns
 Avoir
 Etre


