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N e w s h a m  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  

 

Newsham 7 Rs 

“All that we are and 

All that we do” 

 

R – Relentless 

R – Responsible 

R – Reasoning 

R – Reflective 

R – Resourceful 

R – Respectful 

R - Resilient 

2019-20 Diary Dates 

Day What is happening 

Monday 21st October 2.30pm - Star Tea 

3.15pm - 4.15pm Y2 Phonics Club Mr Smith 

3.15pm - 4.15pm Y5 Tag Rugby 

Tuesday 22nd October 9am - 3.45pm Y2 Beamish Museum 

Wednesday 23rd October 3.15 - 4.15pm Maths Club Mrs Rowley 

Thursday 24th October 8.05am - Y2 & Y5 Morning Maths Club 

am - Y4 Multi Skills 

pm - 12 x Y6 Tag Rugby 

2.15pm - Whole School Assembly 

Friday 25th October 8.05am - Y3 & Y4 Morning Maths Club 

am - 10 x Y3 Tag Rugby  

1pm - Galleons Swimming Lesson 

pm - Submarines Golf Lesson 

School closes at 3.15pm for half term  

Attendance 

The highest possible levels of attendance and punctuality are vital at Newsham Primary School. We try to 
recognise effort in these areas in as many different ways as possible but are also obliged to hold parents and 
carers to account when attendance and / or punctuality levels are low. 

We understand there can sometimes be unavoidable reasons for absence. We would expect these would 
occur due to childhood illness and we would ask that parents and carers contact us after 8am on the first 
day of their child’s absence. Our school telephone number is 01670 353124. 

Our Education Welfare Officer regularly inspects our school registers for patterns of absence and low 

attendance. It really helps us if we can explain underlying reasons for the absences of individual children but 

we can only do that if parents and carers share this with us as soon as an absence occurs. Many thanks for 

your ongoing support.  

Y6 Visit to Eden Camp 

Y6 enjoyed a fascinating educational visit to Eden Camp on Tuesday. Eden Camp has been created to give 

pupils a realistic understanding of World War Two and what life was like at that time. This visit has really 

supported our history curriculum and our children’s appreciation of our historical and cultural heritage. The 

children were wonderfully behaved as always. Well done everyone. 

School Photographs 

Our children looked really smart on Monday and the proofs of the photographs that I’ve seen so far look 

lovely. I hope everyone is happy with the options available for orders, please note the last day for orders to 

be handed into school is Wednesday 6th November, orders placed after this date must be done so online. 

Please contact staff in our school office if you have any queries. Thank-you   

Half Term and our Teacher Training Day on Monday, November 4th 

Just another reminder that school closes for half term next Friday, October 25th at 3.15pm and reopens on 

Tuesday, November 5th.   



Leadership 

I thought in this edition of Newsham News, I’d describe our leadership model and approach to Newsham. 
It is useful for us all to remember the approach that makes our school unique. The points below are not 
explain our principles underpinning our vision and ethos. 

At Newsham we describe ourselves as; 

 Forming a circle shoulder to shoulder. Nobody is more important than anyone else in the circle 
and anyone can step into the middle to lead at any given time, depending on specific areas of     
expertise. This can be a member of staff, governor, pupil, parent or carer. 

 We favour a Distributed Leadership model at Newsham. No single person covers all the bases     
individually but together we can. This model relies of high levels of trust and responsibility. We 
don’t micro manage staff but we use clear monitoring and evaluation systems to measure impact 
and quality assure provision and performance.  

 Our Senior Leadership Team strives to be visible, supportive and accessible. The SLT have clear   
areas of responsibility and move seamlessly between each other’s roles as required.    

 We have had recent changes to our Governing Body and one of their areas of development is 
strengthening engagement with staff, pupils and other members of our school community. This is 
a priority for 2019-20 and Deb Lowes and Toni McGuire as Chair and Vice Chair (along with other 
members of the Governing Body) are really interested to hear any suggestions you may have for 
developing our links as a school community.  

 Finally, but perhaps most importantly, our 7 Rs make our school unique. They underpin all our    
behaviours and we need to hold everyone involved in the life of our school accountable to them.  
We recruit to these values, we talk about them on a daily basis, we incorporate them within our 
provision and they are All that we Are and All that we Do. 

 

Stars of the Week - 7th October 2019 

Starfish - Taiven, Seahorses - Syrenah, Puffins - Jack, Penguins - Max, Lifeboats -  Lacey, Coastguards - Jack, 
Kittiwakes - Shay, Oystercatchers - Devon, Whales - Brooke, Dolphins - Lilly, Galleons - Skye,                       
Submarines - Emily, Neptune - Max and Atlantis - Cei-Cei. 

Times Table Rock Stars 

Well done to the following pupils for being placed  1st Max, 2nd Kaden and 3rd Adam on our weekly TT  
Rockstars leader board this week. 

Attendance 

Our whole school attendance percentage for last week was 94%, which is below our whole school target 
of 95%.  

Times Table Rock Stars 

Well done to the following pupils for being placed  1st; Mackenzie, 2nd; Jacob and 3rd; Cater on our 
weekly TT  Rockstars leader board last week.  

Mathlete of the Month  

Our Mathlete of the Month winner for August was Ardenis with 14,195 points and for September was  
Jayden with 4,191 points, well done children! 

 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs AM Armstrong 

Headteacher 


